Y
{\

@



G : 'MJM‘ : v W/M
o M,;,j‘:M ;‘;"?l \UW‘““‘""Mf ]
arn ™ ' rte@;c?w‘?ﬂ'ﬂ y uotad ey

7\?:’;:‘ ‘*ﬁ PRIV} A J v’
et o S ), e 2



M ,i‘-‘y .wq ..(‘ Pa

o hdygp -7 X * ‘/“" By,

a4 f"':‘ y"‘:'! < M WM, B Sidazan P I

Ty T By g |

oy Sy

u“’*f“’*, .4% s

s L S DU R o a5 e oty f=
wasdsl ] Lo - :



“ gfth

(\/L(\,Aﬂ‘j‘MW -TV"?
v wely o(umﬂ.%/







Ny . Bl KA fnetl sineenel)
M}MMW‘M
s S iy e 3
Lona
BN
7/1&“
L
oL
A’M
rread
Sy

~ 3 = Aw < p
o1 e g il
DIV L
Lm Jm@.mﬁ " r
S




A LETTER OF CONSOLATION

de—i—r-we-are-soonto follow.

Philadelphia, February 23, 1756
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I condole with you. We have lost a most dear and valuable relation.
But it is the will of Godé—&d—-na&ufeﬂ that these mortal bodies be laid aside,
when the soul is to enter into real life. This is rather an embryo state,
a preparation for living.

A man is not completely born until he is dead. Why then should we
grieve, that a new child is born among the immortals, a new member
added to their happy society? We are spirits. That bodies should be
lent us, |while they can afford us pleasure, assist us in acquiring knowledge,
or in doing good to our fellow creatures,|is a kind and benevolent act
of God. When they become unfit for these purposes, and afford us
pain instead of pleasure,|instead of an aid become an encumbrance, and
answer none of the intentions for which they were given, it is equally
kind and benevolenty that a way is provided by which we may get rid of them.
Death is that way. We ourselves, in some cases, prudently choose a
partial death. A mangled painful limb, which cannot be restored, we
willingly cut off. He who plucks out a tooth, parts with it freely, since
the pain goes with it; and hey who quit s the whole body, parts at once with
all pains and possibilities of pains and diseases which it was liable to,
or capable of making him suffer.

Our friend and we were invited abroad on a party of pleasure, which
is to last forever. His chair was ready first, and he is gone before us.
We could not all conveniently start together; and why should you and I be
grieved at this, since we are soon to follow, and know where to find him ?

Adieu,
Benjamin Franklin, &706=1790~
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